


Gilgrange





I had just gone away for three weeks holiday when an announcement from Lisa Wilson said that she had nearly completed the second half of her “Rishworth Family History”.  She continued “…..from 1700 onwards.  The family seat was at Gil Grange, now called Doubler stones Farm, in Silsden, West Yorkshire.


  


A few weeks later I started reflecting on this last statement.  After all I am descended from the same ancestors as Lisa, and this appeared to conflict with earlier thoughts about the subject.





Records in the Kildwick Parish Registers that most of us are familiar with refer to various Rishworths (and variants) of Gilgrange, during the period 1638 to 1737.  For those not familiar with the area the few dwellings are all located at between 800 and 1000 ft above sea level.   They are not close together, probably half a mile or so apart and would not normally be regarded as a hamlet, which to me indicates a small cluster of buildings. 





A current map indicates that apart from Ghyll Grange there is also Far Ghyll Grange Farm and Black Pots Farm.  Doubler Stones Farm is marked but not named.  A visit to the location confirms the existence of these dwellings.  In addition there is a further house adjacent to Ghyll Grange, built 31 years ago, and a bungalow fairly close to Doubler Stones farm, built probably within the last 50 years.





Lisa’s first volume stated, “The property called Gyll Grange is still a working farm today… described in Tom Morgan’s family history book”.  Tom Morgan’s book takes the case further, by including a photograph of Ghyll Grange.





I had visited Ghyll Grange last October and confirmed that this is still a working farm.





A week ago I queried Lisa’s apparent change of location and she supplied information that went well on the way to convincing me that in 1650 Thomas Rishworth lived at Doubler Stones and John Rishworth at Far Gill Grange.  I therefore visited to take photos of the various properties.





My first visit was to Doubler Stones Farm, the highest property I visited.  This is still a working farm.  I met the farmer and he told me that the front extension to the house was once a blacksmith’s shop and was used by callers at the even higher property, Black Pots Farm, which he told me, was once a public house.  From Doubler Stones it is possible to look down to Far Ghyll Grange Farm, which can just be seen through surrounding trees, and from another corner of the yard down to Ghyll Grange-the view is obstructed by the newer dwelling and adjacent contours.





My next visit was to Ghyll Grange where the owners told me that the Skipton Castle Estate had sold the property in about 1947, and that they had lived there since 1951.  They told me that the owner of Far Ghyll Grange Farm who was more knowledgeable about the buildings could provide further information.





I proceeded past Ghyll Grange to Far Ghyll Grange Farm, which is no longer, a working farm and was greeted outside by the owner.  When I told him my name his immediate reply was “So, you’ve come to see where your ancestors lived have you?”  He continued to tell me, and show me, that a stone tablet leaning against an outer wall bore the markings JR 1711, the initials of John Rishworth.  He told me that there had been a building on the site for about 1000 years, although initially this was an earth-covered building.  The first stone building was erected about 1300 and he showed me the foundation layers of walls dating from then.  The house and adjoining barn had both been modified 3 or 4 times since then, the last major modification being the building of a new front for the house in1810.





He told me that Ghyll Grange dated from a similar period, but the stone building was believed to have been on a slightly different location to the current building.





With regards to Doubler Stones he said that this was a much more recent building, probably not very long before 1700, and certainly later than1600.





I was also shown photos of old maps which showed a small number of “cells”, or houses where other people dwelled, probably in the1600s.





He said that contrary to popular belief the lands had never belonged to Bolton Abbey but had in fact belonged to Fountains Abbey, before they eventually came into the hands of the owners of Skipton Castle.  There is some indication that the lands belonged to the Ingilby family (Ripon) and certainly some lands were owned by the Countess of Pembroke.  This may cast some doubt on the accuracy of the tradition that the first lease was given by the Cliffords of Skipton Castle and is a matter to be further researched.





However I was then shown transcripts of surveys that indicated that the Lambert family occupied Far Ghyll Grange Farm for a long period during the1400s and 1500s, prior to the Rishworths and after the Rishworths the Lamberts again returned as occupants.  I hope to be able to obtain a copy of these transcripts, but they may be jealously guarded.





However the visited had provided substantial proof that John Rishworth had lived at Far Ghyll Grange Farm















































My next visit was to the Yorkshire Archaeological Society Archives in Leeds where the ancient documents belonging to Skipton Castle are stored on loan.  Before I was allowed to examine documents I was required to complete a form to be submitted (retrospectively) to the current owners of Skipton Castle giving brief details of the reason for my searches.





Extracts from Various Documents are given below, the first two figures being the reference numbers of the documents:





32/25 Holden 1650  


John Rishworth holds a part of High Holden





32/40 Survey of lands in Silsden, 30 May 1650


John Rishworth holdeth one mesuage, one barn, one garden, 2 closes of pasture above the house 3 acres, one other close of land and meadow called middlehead 4 acres, one other close of pasture called middlehead also 8 acres, one xxxx pasure and one xx land and meadow called middlehead also 8 acres, 3 other closes of land and meadow called new close and also 4 acres, 4 closes land and meadow called Birks Close 6 acres 13s 4d xxxxx and one great lynggy pasture part of high holden 30 acres


(the rental for the above was £2 3s 4d)





also


Thomas Rishworth holdeth one good new house in building, one barn, one garden, one (part?) in the crag, and one close of meadow under the house called the Croft 2 acres 13s 4d an Ann (total rental £2 6s 8d)


3 little closes of land and meadow and adjoining on the west side of the croft 3 acres worth p Ann 6s 8d (? each, total £1 0s 0d) 3 little closes of meadow called great Ing little Ing and bigstubble 2 acres and a halfe worth 13s 4d an Ann


one close of meadow called Birkclough one Ano 13s 4d


one pasture close called hilltop xxxx 2 acres  £1 6s 8d


one little parcel of ground called west dubhole 12s 0d


(the total rental £6 12s 0d)








The same document states “Robert Lambert of Gilgrange holdeth one Cottage one garden etc.”





32/44  1649


Includes “Robert Lambert of Gilgrange one house and barn” and “John Widop of Gilgrange one cottage”





32/47 1680 includes


John Breary of Gill Grange


Thomas Rushworth


???????? of Gilgrange


Crumecke? Of Gilgrange


Rushworth John of  Gilgrange holds 1 house, 1 barn etc.





32/48 1659 Survey of Silsden


Thomas Rishworth holds by grant from George late Earl of Cumberland one house and tenement thereto belonging


Also


Thomas Rishworth holdeth another ????? etc





32/51 1654 Survey of Silsden


Thomas Rishworth holds by grant from George late Earl of Cumberland one house £00 09s 08d


Thomas Rishworth etc…. £00 08s 0d


From the Right Hon Ann Countess of Pembroke


John Rishworth  £02 03s 04d





32/53 1653 Survey …. Silsden Moor. Field names and acreage.


Jno. Rushforth and g.s. Antho. Whitfield jointly a dwelling house and barn and Ing


Sheepcotes   1 acre


Wayman Cote





John Rushforth a Dwelinghouse


Middlehead  16 acres


10 other fields  39 acres





Willm Rushforth a Dwellinghouse 2 barns etc


10 fields incl Brow Close Birk Clough approx 15 acres





32/56 1689 Survey of Silsden


John Breary of Gilgrange 1 house and barn at Gilgrange Lane Head





By the life of William Emmott of Morton Banks, Collier, One Herriott, two hens and nine loads of coal


Rushworth, John of Gilgrange holds 1 house, 1 barne, 1 Garth &other outhouses, the close behind the Barne, the Hill before the House,


Bramley hill next the Lane Close


Lane Close & Lane Close End


Cornefeild with a Lyme Kill in it, adjoining to Bramley Close


Bramley Close


Two New Closes


Lower Beanlands and Top Close


The Herbage of one Gil


The Upper Beanlands Close


The Two Intacks


Spring Wells with a Close therein


Holden Hills


Ruffe Holden End


Ruffe Holden adjoining to the common


All which lands adjoin one to the other














25/23  1650 Amongst Silsden Rentals. List of tenants





Gill grange


William Lambert


John Lambert


Wm. Cromboch for his cottage and grounds


ffrancis Cromboch for her cottage and grounds


Widow Bolton for her cottage and grounds & the Birklough


John Rishworth for Middleheads


ffrancis Lambert


John Chartmoye?


John Widdop


Thomas Gill


Robert Lambert


Thomas Gill


John England





25/32  List of freeholders & tenants who hold from Francis or Henry Earl of Cumberland 


Undecipherable….John Rishworth by right to him.  Countess DowagerDxxx  Pembrook and Montgomery





This document is signed by about 12 tenants, including John Rishworth.





25/24 1655 Survey of tenants holding by leases from Francis and Henry, Earls of Cumberland, made Dec 1655 (who have agreed to hold their land from Thanet)





25/47 1678 Silsden Rentals


Holden and Gillgrange


Gillgrange


John Rushforth                02-03-04


Thomas Rushforth          03-12-04


Also refers to John Breary, Thomas Barker, Wm. Cromack, Edw. Cromack, Tobias ? Fowler, ? Gill, Wm. England, Tho. Illingworth, George Lambert, John Lambert and Wm. Lambert





25/21? 1692


Holden & Gillgrange


Refers to John Breary, Thomas Bramley, John Dixon, Ralph Emison, Thomas Hollindrake, Richd. Lambert, Thomas Ellis for his cottage at Gill Grange taken from Wm Lambert, Wm. Crumbeck, Edw. Crumbeck, Joshua Curtis, Peter Gill, Wm. England, Wm. Lambert Sen, Wm. Lambert Jun., Peter Phillips, Thomas Barker……


John Rushworth for his tenement 02-03-04 (By lease from Lady Pembrook & Willm. Emmott of Morton Banks, Collier aged 53 years only in being)


Thomas Rushworth for his tenement 05-00-00 (by lease from J.E.J.?expiring at Candlemas 1707)














25/25


Amongst Holden and Gillgrange ?1698


John Rishforth  01-01-08


Thomas Rishforth  01-16-02





Examination of a subsequent thesis dated 1990, contains the following extracts:





A survey in1422of Silsden sated “there is a chase called Holden Chase, in which are two tenements called vaccaries (cattle farms).  The current owner of Far Ghyll Grange told me that Far Ghyll Grange and Ghyll Grange had both been vaccaries in the15th century.





In the early 18th century a number of scattered cottages around Brunthwaite, Gill Grange and Silsden Moor cease to be mentioned in the rentals.  Some at least were uninhabited or even demolished.  There are references to one set of buildings at Hutterhill near Black Pots being “consumed by fire” and to other ruinous cottages and laithes.  Some may even have been absorbed into the outbuildings of larger farms.





Kilns –there were lime kilns at various fields, incl Holden Park, Blackpots, Far Gill Grange.





Also mention of a malt kiln at Far Gill Grange.





The above records the information obtained during two successive afternoons from the Yorkshire Archaeological Society Archives.





During the intervening morning a visit was made to the Bradford Public Library to carry out checks on the Kildwick Parish Registers.





Vol 1, 1525-1622 contains only one Rishworth entry, the baptism of Jones Rishworth filius Thome et Annae, May 1594.





Vol 2, 1623-1678 contains several Rishworth entries and in this volume details of location start to be recorded as shown in these examples:


Baptism 1658, Anthonie Son of Tho. Rushforth and Ann his wife.


Deaths1676


Anthonius Rishworth fil Thomas de Gilgrange


Ffranciscae Cromack fi Edwardi de Gilgrange


Guliel. Cromack pat.fam de Gilgrange


Eliz. Rishforth relict Johannis mat. fa de Gilgrange


Margaretta uxor. Johannis Lambert de Gilgrange





There were also further references c1680 to the families Teale, Gulielmi et Maria Lambert, Edmundi et Sarae Lambert, Cromack and Blakey.








CONCLUSIONS.





The extracts from the Kildwick Parish Registers indicate that c1680 there were at least seven families living at Gilgrange.  This, together with other extracts suggests that there were other dwellings, since demolished, in the area, collectively described as Gilgrange.





The surveys do not give names to the individual  houses/cottages.


  


However, middlehead or Middleheads is included in some of the references to John Rishworth.  Middlehead is the name currently given to the stream adjacent to Far Ghyll Grange Farm, and is also the name given on the 1843? Ordnance Survey Map.


Together with the 1711 stone tablet, this is considered to be adequate justification for stating that John Rishworth lived at Far Ghyll Grange Farm.





No place name has been located in records to indicate where Thomas Rishworth lived.


In this case though, the house known as Doubler Stones has been identified by its construction as “during the 1600s”.  The 1650 survey report that “Thomas Rishworth holdeth one good new house in building, one barn, one garden” has the words “in building” inserted above the line.  It is considered that the expression can only have one meaning, that the house was being constructed at the time of this survey. Since there is no other dwelling in the area that could fit this description there can be no other reasonable conclusion than that Thomas Rishworth lived at Doubler Stones.





N.B. In references quoted the spellings so far as possible are faithful to those seen.  There are almost as many variations for the spelling of Gilgrange as there are for Rishworth.








 





 





 





 























